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pathological, of the nature of disease, or connected with disease.
pectoral, relating to the chest or situated in the chest; pectoral
girdle, the shoulder-girdle or series of bones (scapula, clavicle
and others) supporting the fore-limb.
peMc girdle, pelvis, see hip-girdle.

Pelycosauria,   the earliest Order  of   Reptilia,   of   late  Carboni-
ferous and Permian age, broadly ancestral to the mammal-
like reptiles of Triassic age.
pentadactyle,  five-fingered and/or five-toed.
Pentameridse, an extinct, Palaeozoic family of brachiopods.
perissodactyle, literally " odd-toed," i.e. having 5, 3 or i fingers
and toes; but the essential feature is that the axis of the
hand or foot runs along one digit, not between two digits as
in Artiodactyls : therefore a 4-digited limb may be counted as
perissodactyl if this condition is satisfied, as in the fore-limb
of the Tapir.
petals, the coloured leaves of a flower; morphologically, barren

sporophylls,
phylogeny, the evolution of any organism from ancestral forms,

as far as traceable.

phylum,  one of the major divisions  of the Animal  Kingdom,

sometimes termed Sub-Kingdom; e.g. Vertebrata, Mollusca,

Physiology, the division of Biology which deals with the functions

of organs and tissues.    Contrast Morphology,
placenta, in viviparous animals, the organic connexion betweer

embryo and mother.

plantar tendons, those in the sole of the foot.
plantigrade, walking on the sole of the foot, e.g. Man, Bear.
Pleistocene, the division of geological time which came betwee
Pliocene and Recent  (and  the  deposits   laid  down  in that
time).    It corresponds  approximately to the  Glacial   Period
and so much of post-Glacial time as is not Recent.
pollen-tube,  a tubular outgrowth from a pollen-grain  in which
the male fertilizing   nucleus  travels   to   the  ovule.      Mor-
phologically, a reduced male prothallus.

polyphyletic, of more than one derivation.    Applied to genera or
wider groups the members of which have been classified to-
gether ^ because   of   resemblances   not   due   to   a   common
ancestry.
polyprotodont, having three or four pairs of lower incisors and

four or five pairs of upper incisors.

Prehistoric, that part of the time-range of Man (the genus Homo]
which preceded the date of the earliest written records. It
is divided into Palaeolithic (approximately equivalent to
Pleistocene) and Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Ages: these
three, with the Historic period being equivalent to Recent.
premolars, those cheek-teeth which replace " milk-teeth " of the
young animal.